
Assessing what 
matters to Parkes

We’re close to finalising our EIS, which includes 
detailed technical studies that assess how Parkes 
Energy Recovery will protect people and the 
environment, deliver safe and efficient operations and 
plan for the future. 

Each of these studies have been completed by 
independent technical experts and all adhere to 
relevant NSW Government regulations, legislation 
and guidelines. Detailed methodologies for how these 
studies were developed will be available in the EIS. 

When it is complete, it will be made publicly available 
via the project’s Major Projects page for community 
review and feedback.

During that time, we’ll be in Parkes, Forbes and 
online with information, explainers, meet-the-expert 
sessions and open days so you can ask questions, 
share your views and understand what the EIS means 
for you and for Parkes. 

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is a detailed report that examines the potential 
environmental, social and economic impacts of a proposed project. 
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The EIS at a glance

What will the EIS assess?

Special Activation Precinct boundary

Aboriginal cultural 
heritage assessment

Agricultural impact assessment

Any impact to surface and groundwater 
quality, including drainage, flooding

Parkes Town Centre

Social impact and human 
health risk assessment

Soil and surrounding land, 
particularly agricultural land

Noise and vibration

Air quality and emissions, 
including particulate dispersion

Future  industry in the 
Special Activation Precinct (SAP)

Traffic and transport

Proposed facility 
location

Protecting 
people 

Protecting the 
environment

Safe and efficient  
operations

Planning for 
the future



What the EIS covers

What has already been assessed?
In some cases, comprehensive reports have already been undertaken by the NSW Government as part of 
the SAP development and planning. The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure has decided 
which of these will be sufficient to assess the project, or that specific additional works are not required.

They include:

There are no listed heritage items 
on the project site, with the nearest 

listed location being Parkes 
Railway Station, approximately  

5.5 km away.

Historic Heritage Assessment Bushfire Assessment Transport Infrastructure 
Upgrades Assessment

Fire safety will be managed 
through the Preliminary Hazard 

Analysis and Fire Safety Strategy.
No transport infrastructure upgrades 

are required as major road and 
rail upgrades have already been 

planned and assessed as part of the 
SAP. The EIS will focus only on project-

specific traffic.

•	 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment 
(ACHA): A comprehensive Special Activation 
Precinct (SAP)-wide study was previously 
conducted for the NSW Government, which found 
no Aboriginal sites on the project land. A Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan will apply to Parkes 
Energy Recovery, with clear protection procedures 
if artefacts are discovered during works. Parkes 
Energy Recovery is undertaking an addendum 
to this report covering site-specific areas and 
will continue to engage Indigenous communities 
throughout.

•	 Air Quality Impact Assessment: Tests local air 
and uses sophisticated modelling to predict 
emissions and odour. Compares controls against 
best-practice standards.

•	 Biodiversity Development Assessment Report 
(BDAR): Field surveys of vegetation and  
animal habitats on site, assessment of impacts, 
and planning for offsets where needed.

•	 Cumulative Impact Assessment: Reviews how 
the project may interact with other Parkes SAP 
developments, especially during overlapping 
construction periods.

•	 Flood and Hydrology Assessment: Models 
flooding behaviour and designs stormwater 
systems to make sure the site is flood-safe.

•	 Human Health Risk Assessment: Looks at  
how emissions, odour, noise and traffic could 
affect people’s health and wellbeing.

•	 Life Cycle and Greenhouse Gas Assessment: 
Calculates emissions savings, checks energy 
efficiency, and explores recycling and circular 
economy opportunities.

•	 Noise and Vibration Assessment: Measures and 
models noise from equipment, trucks, trains and 
machinery, and checks for any vibration impacts, 
covering construction and operations.

•	 Preliminary Hazard Analysis (PHA): Assesses 
possible risks such as fire, accidents or chemical 
spills, and develops a Fire Safety Strategy.

•	 Social Impact Assessment (SIA): Analyses how the 
project might affect the local community, services 
and amenities, as well as potential benefits like jobs. 
Includes stakeholder engagement.

•	 Traffic and Transport Assessment: Examines how 
construction and operations will use local roads 
and rail, covering safety, capacity, access and 
parking.

•	 Visual Impact Assessment: Produces  
viewpoint analysis and images showing  
how the facility will look in the landscape.

•	 Water Balance and Water Quality Assessment: 
Examines how much water the facility will 
use, sources of supply, and how wastewater, 
groundwater and fire water will be managed.

•	 Waste and Resource Management Plan: 
Identifies all waste streams from construction and 
operations (e.g. ash, by-products) and  
sets out safe reuse, recycling or disposal.

Stay updated
Subscribe for updates

Call us on 02 8405 7915

Send us an email at info@parkesenergy.com.au

Visit our website www.parkesenergy.com.au
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