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SEARs - Setting the scope for
the environmental assessment

The Planning Secretary of the NSW Department of Planning,
Housing and Infrastructure establishes the environmental studies
they require to thoroughly assess a project. These studies must be
undertaken by the project’s developer, in this case Parkes Energy
Recovery, before the Department commences the assessment.

The SEARs at a glance

- The Planning Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) is the first step
in the planning process.

» They outline the studies that must be undertaken before a project can be considered for approval.

+ The requirements identify the key issues to be assessed in detail, including air quality,
health, traffic, noise, biodiversity, heritage, water, safety and community impacts.

- The Parkes Energy Recovery facility will be assessed as a NSW State Significant Development (SSD).

» This means the project will first be assessed by the NSW Department of Planning, Housing and
Infrastructure (DPHI) under NSW planning laws due to its scale and potential significance to the State.

« This will include a comprehensive environmental assessment by DPHI that will be referred
to the Independent Planning Commission for final approval.

» Parkes Energy Recovery is undertaking the studies outlined in the SEARs to form our
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). When complete, the EIS will be reviewed by DPHI
and the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA), and publicly exhibited for community
input, before any decision is made.

What are SEARs?

Planning Secretary’s Environmental Assessment
Requirements (SEARs) are mandatory, tailored
and industry-specific directions issued by the
NSW Department of Planning, Housing and
Infrastructure (DPHI).

They set out the studies, assessments and
information that must be included in an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

These studies help assess how a project could
affect the community, environment and local
economy.

It's important to note the SEARs are not an
approval or decision. Those details will come
from detailed technical studies, which will be
assessed against relevant standards and NSW
For Parkes Energy Recovery, the SEARs outline EPA requirements.

the key areas that must be examined through
detailed expert studies. These assessments

will provide the evidence used to understand
potential impacts, identify mitigation measures
and inform government decision-making.

The SEARs outline what must be examined next,
so the community knows what information will
be available before public comment opens
and before any decisions are made.




What does a State Significant Development mean?

Parkes Energy Recovery is being assessed as
a State Significant Development (SSD) under
NSW planning laws. After assessment by DPHI,
the project will be referred to the Independent
Planning Commission for final determination.

This process involves a comprehensive
environmental assessment, including detailed
technical studies and public exhibition of the
Environmental Impact Statement. Community
feedback forms an important part of the process
and is considered alongside the technical
evidence before any decision is made.

What areas do the SEARs cover?

The SEARs identify the key areas that will be examined to understand what the project could mean
for the community, local economy and environment.
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Social and community Economic Sustainability
The facility will be built in the Special The project will strengthen The project will divert waste
Activation Precinct (SAP) industrial Parkes as a freight and logistics from landfill, lower greenhouse
area, a master-planned industrial hub. It will generate baseload gas emissions, produce cleaner
zone. It will create hundreds of jobs, energy and could provide heat and energy, and support recycling
helping retain young people steam for nearby industries. and circular economy goals.
in the region and support
local businesses.
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What will the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) assess?

Air quality
and emissions

Soil and Iand

*Artist impression only. Not to scale.

+ Air Quality Impact Assessment: Tests local air * Noise and Vibration Assessment: Measures
and uses sophisticated modelling to predict and models noise from equipment, trucks,
emissions and odour. Compares controls trains and machinery, and checks for any

against best-practice standards. vibration impacts, covering constructions

« Human Health Risk Assessment: Looks at and operations.

how emissions, odour, noise and traffic could
affect people’s health and wellbeing.



+ Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment:
A comprehensive SAP-wide study was previously
conducted for the NSW Government, which
found no Aboriginal sites on the project land.
A Cultural Heritage Management Plan will apply
to Parkes Energy Recovery, with clear protection
procedures if artefacts are discovered during
works. Parkes Energy Recovery will also
undertake an addendum to this report covering
site-specific areas and will continue to engage
Indigenous communities throughout.

 Traffic and Transport Assessment: Examines
how construction and operations will use
local roads and rail, covering safety, capacity,
access and parking.

 Visual Impact Assessment: Produces
viewpoint analysis and images showing
how the facility will look in the landscape.

 Biodiversity Development Assessment Report
(BDAR): Field surveys of vegetation and
animal habitat on site, assessment of impacts,
and planning for offsets where needed.

+ Social Impact Assessment (SIA): Analyses how
the project might affect the local community,
services and amenity, as well as potential benefits
like jobs. Includes stakeholder engagement.

What has already been assessed?

Preliminary Hazard Analysis (PHA): Assesses
possible risks such as fire, accidents or chemical
spills, and develops a Fire Safety Strategy.

Flood and Hydrology Assessment: Models
flooding behaviour and designs stormwater
systems to make sure the site is flood-safe.

Water Balance and Water Quality Assessment:
Examines how much water the facility will

use, sources of supply, and how wastewater,
groundwater and fire water will be managed.

Waste and Resource Management Plan:
Identifies all waste streams from construction
and operations (e.g. ash, by-products) and
sets out safe reuse, recycling or disposal.

Life Cycle and Greenhouse Gas Assessment:

Calculates emissions savings, checks energy

efficiency, and explores recycling and circular
economy opportunities.

Cumulative Impact Assessment: Reviews how
the project may interact with other Parkes SAP
developments, especially during overlapping
construction periods.

In some cases, comprehensive reports have already been undertaken by the NSW Government as part of
the SAP development and planning. DPHI has decided these will be sufficient to assess the project, or that

specific additional works are not required. They include:
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Historic Heritage Assessment:
There are no listed heritage items
on the project site, with the nearest
listed location being Parkes
Railway Station, approximately
5.5 km away.

Bushfire Assessment:
Fire safety will be managed
through the Preliminary Hazard
Analysis and Fire Safety Strategy.
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Transport Infrastructure Upgrades
Assessment: No transport
infrastructure upgrades are
required as major road and rail
upgrades have already been
planned and assessed as part
of the SAP. The EIS will focus
only on project-specific traffic. j
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What happens next?

7 N\ 7 N\ - N\ 7 N\

Project Planning and

announcement; approvals Construction Operations
jﬂi F'_ =L - = @ | (‘@ ]3
\ =
= [ \ CA8s C \ ® \,@
Project Scoping | SEARs | Prepare | Community |Pparkes Energy ! Assessment Construction Operations
announcement report | issued | theEIS  feedback | Recovery | and decision
| | ;o EIS | fesponse

@ info@parkesenergy.com.au @ +61 28405 7915 @ parkesenergy.com.au




